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The Jackson County Historical Society will meet May 17, 2:30 p.m. at the Jackson County Historic Courthouse 
at 85 Washington Street, Jefferson, Georgia 30549. A program on the Voter registration rolls in the Archives 
will be presentedt by Margaret Holifield.

directions from I85 N take Jefferson Exit US 129, Take GA-11S/US 129 Business South for 3.7 miles. Courthouse is on the right

Jackson County Historical Society dues run from September to September and can be mailed to: 
Jackson County Historical Society, P. O. Box 1234, Commerce, GA 30529: 

Individual –$15, Family –$25, LIFE members –$100.
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Heritage Room at the Commerce Public Library

1344 South Broad Street, Commerce, GA 30529

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Thursday 10:00 am – 8:00 pm
Friday 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

for assistance call Tina Harris - 706-207-6889
tina313@mindspring.com

www.facebook.com/jacksoncountyhistoricalsocietyofga

The Historical Society’s collection in the Heritage Room 
of the Commerce Public Library contains research books 
on North Georgia counties, the Carolinas, Alabama,
Virginia, and various other states in the southeast. 
Surname books, family files, Wills, bible records, court 
records, deed records, cemetery records, obituaries, 
church histories, community histories, soldier records 
and published books on Georgia counties. 
 While visiting the collection you will also have access 
to use Ancestry.com on the libraries free Galileo account.  
 A new microfilm scanner is available for the census’, 
newspapers, Confederate pension records and various 
films. It has the capabilities to send images as an e-mail 
and copy to a flash drive.  
 For those wishing to visit the library, an index of the 
collection and past newsletters from 1997-2015 can be 
viewed and the newsletters text is searchable on the 
library website: 
http://prlib.org/our-libraries/commerce-public-library/

click Heritage Room; Use FIND box for searches

The Jackson County Historic Courthouse

The Welcome Center and Historic Archives is located at 
85 Washington Street, Jefferson, GA 30549

Welcome Center hours: Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 3: p.m 
706-387-7685, Sloan Meyer 
smeyer@jacksoncountygov.com

Historic Archives hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 706-387-7684

The Historic Archives contains mortgage records, tax 
digest dating back to 1797, civil court dockets, individual 
court files, superior court minutes, famiy histories, 
photographs, antique courthouse furniture and artifacts. 
 Built in Jefferson, Georgia in 1879, this beautiful 
building was actually the third structure built to serve 
as the county courthouse. The first was a small wooden 
structure built in 1806, Jefferson became the County Seat 
of Jackson County, Georgia. The second bigger structure 
was built in 1817 and served for over 60 years. Finally 
in 1879, this incredible landmark was constructed and 
served for 125 years until in 2004, the new courthouse 
complex was built. 

 Over the following 10 years, a group of dedicated and 
passionate volunteers campaigned to give new purpose 
to the historic building. On Aug. 10, 2014, the Jackson 
County Historic Courthouse opened, serving as the 
Jackson County Welcome Center and Historic Archives, 
a cherished and vital part of the Jefferson community.

Charlotte Mealor, Archives coordinator
historic.committee@jacksoncountygov.comHeritage Room at Commerce Public Library

Archives’ tax digest books collection
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Calendar of events in JaCkson County

Gems of Jackson County 

April through August -Tours available tuesdays, 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m., $25. per person - sack lunch and frozen 
yogurt dessert. 

Chartered tour groups must have minimum of 12 people. 
Will provide transportation for groups of 12-18. For in-
formation contact the Welcome Center at 706-387-7685 
or the Crawford Long Museum 706-367-5307.

First stop: the Jackson County Historic Courthouse. 
Built in 1879, this beautiful Italianate-style building was 
the fourth courthouse to serve Jackson county until 
2004. It has been restored to the glory of 1908 and now 
functions as the Welcome Center and Archives.

Next stop: Shields-Ethridge Heritage Farm. Enjoy your 
tasty sack lunch in the covered pavilion, enjoy listening 
to family stories and view historic documents from the 
family’s rich history. Take a guided tour of the grist mill, 
cotton gin, blacksmith shop, wheat house and commis-
sary buildings and many more.

Last stop: Crawford W. Long Museum, our homage to 
the doctor who was the first to use ether as anesthesia 
during a medical procedure. The museum displays items 
for Dr. Long’s life and work as well as fascinating 
medical exhibits and the preserved country store. The 
current changing exhibit is on the Harrison Hotel.

There will be a short walk to Swirlee’s Frozen yogurt for 
dessert after leaving the Museum.

Shields Ethridge Heritage Farm Cultivators’ Market 
2355 Ethridge Rd, Jefferson Georgia, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

April 18, through October 18, every third Saturday the 
Cultivators’ Market at the Shields Ethridge Farm will 
have planting seminars, music, demonstrations, vendors 
and children’s games. 

 Vendors will be selling prepared foods, fresh produce, 
homemade items, soaps and sauves, herbs and plants, 
stone ground grits and cornmeal, pottery, baskets, quilts. 
Come out and support the vendors, buy lunch and visit 
the farm buildings for a funfilled day. 

For information, contact Denise Temple 706-367-8877
dftemple@gfb.org – Jackson County Farm Bureau

Jackson County Historical Society Meetings

May 17, 2:30 p.m. – the Jackson County Historical Society 
will meet in the at the Jackson County Historic 
Courthouse at 85 Washington Street, Jefferson, Georgia 
30549, A program on the Jackson County voter registra-
tion rolls will be presented by Margaret Holifield.

September 10, 6:30 p.m. – the Jackson County Historical 
Society will have their annual hot dog picnic at 
Willoughby Park, 204 Carson Street, Commerce, GA. 
Those interested in becoming members are welcome.

November 15, 2:30 p.m. – the Jackson County Historical 
Society will meet at the Jackson County Historic Court-
house, 85 Washington Street, Jefferson, GA for a 
program on our Native American Heritage by Max 
White, anthropology professor at Piedmont College, 
member of the Southeastern Archaeological Conference, 
executive board member and endowment treasurer for 
the Southern Anthropological Society.

Jackson County Historic Courthouse and Archives

Wheat house at the Shields Ethridge Heritage Farm



Jackson County Historical Society

P.O. Box 1234    Commerce, Georgia  30529

Sale items supporting the Jackson County Historical 
Society and Archives

Jackson Co. Superior Court Conveyances 1802-1803 –$25.

Portraits of a Southern Place – price of $25.00 includes tax. 
Shipping with domestic carrier is an additional $3.00. 

1890 Jackson Co. Line Map with towns & homeplaces –$5.

Civilian Conservation Core: Depression to WWII – $10.

Courthouse print 8x10 – $20

Personalized Brick – $50.

Equipment Needs at the Archives

The archives is in need of a laptop computer to view the 
Jackson County cemetery CD-Rom

257 early Jackson County photographs covering 100 years 
of history. Includes an index, organized by surnames, to 
benefit genealogy researchers. This is a reprint in paperback
of our 2007 hardback publication. 


